Avant Franca

i Convo EL
¢mall Talk oo

Objectives
« Apply vocabulary words related to small-talk topics
+ Apply the past simple and past continuous tenses
Listen for main ideas and details in monologues and conversations

« Speak clearly about daily life and personal opinions '
Discuss Discuss the following questions with a partner. ! K
»
il

o~
§e

3. How do you think small talk differs from culture to culture? What are some

1. What do you think “zmall talk™ meanz?

2. When do you think people engage in amall talk?

“amall talk” phrazez uzed in your culture?

“Small talk” refers to polite or informal conversation that

typically revolves around light and non-controversial topics
such as the weather or current events.

It is usually important in English-speaking countries to
engage in small talk in order to build rapport with your
acguaintances or colleagues. Additionally, it serves as a way
to establish trust before moving on to deeper topics. Most
importantly, it helps with awkward silences!
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Read about the definition of “zmall talk” above and dizcuzz the underlinad
m vocabulary wordz/phrazes with your teacher.
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Lizten to zome advice about zamall talk and anzwer the queztionz below.
Link: Small Talk Can Make You Happier. Here's How to Master it,
L]

1. What are a few worriez people may have about talking to strangers?

2 What doez recent rezearch zay about talking to strangers?

3. What iz the “liking” gap?

4 What were the tipz given on how to talk to strangerz? Give examples where poszible.

2. What are zome benefitz of engaging in amall talk?
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Vocabulary
the weather travel

weekend plans food

fﬂ‘ Some common amall talk topics include:
hobbies family

work pets
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Discussz with a partner about the small-talk questions you can ask about each topic above.
Learn the definitions of the vanious expressions below from your teacher.

Plans

To set off: to start a trip or journey
To wing it: to do something without

preparing for it To take off: to become airborne (on planes)

to begin a trip

To take it one step at a time: to do
something slowly and carefully To touch down: to lend, especially in

reference to planes

To have a plan B: to have a second plan in

case the first one fails To drop in on: to make a visit that someone
does not expect
To stick to the plan: to do exactly as

intended or planned To hold up: to delay
To play it by ear: to decide your plans To take a shortcut: to take a quicker or
based on what happens in the current more direct route to a particular destination

moment instead of planning in advance
To settle in: to become comfortable in a
To cross that bridge when (you) get to it: new place sfter arriving

to deal with a situation only when it

occurs (instead of thinking about it now) To catch a nde: to find a vehicle to travel in

e A . .
Adapead from Accelerate English - Camman English Phrasal Verbs To head out: to leave for a destination

L o
Adaptad from macarronsf - Trawal kdicms and Phresel WVerbs

To put something off: to delay doing something
To be a people person: to be extroverted
To have a lot on your plate: to have a lot of work and duties at the moment
Learning curve: the time it takes to learn an activity or system

To know off the top of one's head: to know something immediately without needing

to look it up elsewhere
% A
Adaptad from Espresso English - Idiomeatic Exprassions to Use at Work
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espond to each of the small-talk questions below with the expressions that were
taught.

Vocabulary o

1. Do you like making plans ahead of time? Why?

2. What are you planning to do this weekend?

3. Where do you wish to travel to next? What kind of plans will you make for this trip?

4. What do you do for work? What has your experience at your job been like so far?

(Grammar  Learn about the past simple and past continuous tenses.

Begular verbs! base form + -ed

Past simple
Verbs ending with “e": base form + -d
Used when speaking about: Verbs ending with a consonant and “y™: change “¥” to 17 + -ed
« actions or situations
that finished Irregular verb: varies e.g. ate, bought, ete.

« events that happened

“To be” verb! was (singular) / were (plural)
one after another

Verbs following the consonant-vowel-consonant rale:

double the final consonant and add -ed (*funless it's a two-syllable verb
where first syllable Is stressed e.g. enter ~ entered)

+ {did not + base verb OR
was not / were not)

You
We ) | travelled to Osaka We didn’t take the
They S
- by train. shortcut.
He -
She

It
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- Slgn up for a trial lesson for more!

avantfranca.com
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- Sign up for a trial lesson for more!
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Sign up for a trial lesson for more!
avantfranca.com
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